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Thor TFT optical interconnect
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Key features: £25 for 1.5m 
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This lead sounded as good as any optical lead we could find
The audiophile digital connection of choice typically remains electrical rather than optical, but one doesn't always have the choice. This optical lead comes with a pair of miniplug adapters, allowing it to be used with portable components that have an optical output from the same hole as the headphone socket. It also features some particularly nice metal-bodied plugs, and quotes low signal loss which should help keep jitter low. Actually, there is an issue with metal plugs: yes, they look and feel good and might survive if you stand on them, but their weight tends to make them hang at an angle in the socket, which can have an effect on signal attenuation. Be that as it may, this lead sounded as good as any optical lead we could find and seems robustly made. 

Verdict: At this price it seems excellent value.
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